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Price List XVII - Spring 2006

France, Oz and South Africa Again!

Whatever one thinks of the French, whether good or bad, there is no mistaking that they do make some wonderful wines some of them incomparable to what you get elsewhere - particularly wines from the Rhone region. I have added another wine from the amazing Chateau Campuget and a Gigondas from the 60 year old vines of Domaine Saint Damien.

I have a new supplier from Australia, Berton Estate, who provide a broader range, overdelivering on all price levels but with the soft and approachable fruit we have come to know and respect from our Antipodean cousins.
Visiting South Africa earlier this year was a revelation, with there being a noticeable improvement in quality. Travelling amongst the most beautiful winelands in the world was an added bonus. Apart from the obvious visits to Springfield, Weltevrede, Graham Beck, De Trafford and Havana Hills I found a great new winery called Springfontein, whose superb Chenin and Pinotage should be available in June.   

Prices have remained fairly stable this year, with a few increases due to the Chancellor, (and Champagne) but I am pleased to say that two wineries – Agustinos from Chile and Bajoz from Spain, have had price decreases! Long may it continue.

Key to List 

· Excellent value or quality I have given a star rating from ****Value to *****Value or  ****Quality  to *****Quality  or both.  Just because a wine does not have stars, does not mean it is not good, they are all at least ***stars, 

· Bin Ends are wines of any quality of which there is a limited amount.

·  New and New Vintage are self explanatory.

· Prices quoted are per bottle, the minimum sale is 12 bottles which can be mixed from whatever you like.

If you have any questions, please email me or give me a call (see below). 

Drink Wisely-Drink Well!
Julian Eggar, Wine JEMS

Champagne & Sparking Wine- I have increased this section a great deal, with a selection of Rosé Champagnes and a few dearer examples. The Bauget Jouette is a great quality wine, and with no price increase is now wonderful value.

1. Deakin Estate Brut Murray Chardonnay Pinot Noir Darling Victoria Australia NV 


£7.99
An easy drinking Oz sparkler with good intensity of flavours. Comprising mostly Chardonnay, it has a pale straw colour with a light green tinge . It has aromas of melon fruit, combined with a herbaceous character and overtones of yeast. The palate is refreshing and soft with good fruit flavours, a lightly creamy mid palate and lingering finish. Good easy drinking aperitif. 

2. Michel Torino Extra Brut Mendoza Argentina 2004  




****Value 
£7.99
Yet again I come to the rising star of the Americas – Argentina. A lovely drinking sparkler made from Chardonnay and Semillon grapes from one of the quality producers in Argentina. A good balance of fruit and acidity and a lively aftertaste. Good for everyday drinking.

3. Michel Torino Sparkling Rosé Mendoza Argentina NV
  


****Value 
£7.99
A lovely drinking sparkler made from Chardonnay and Pinot Noir grapes from one of the quality producers in Argentina. A good balance of fruit and acidity and a lively aftertaste. Good for everyday drinking.

4.Champagne Michel Baujean Tradition Brut NV  




New**** Value    £15.50
The 3O acres Estate is spread across 5 rural districts within the Champagne appellation. As a result of this Michel Baujean is able to source enough of its own grapes to supply all of its own wines, and this Champagne is produced from 1/3 Champagne grapes : Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and Chardonnay. Light underlying toasty flavours over fresh apple and pear fruits.
3. Champagne Marc Antoine Brut NV  







           £15.99
Unfortunately the price of this has gone up considerably this year. Made from Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and a dash of Chardonnay with a minimum of one and a half years on its lees. Light gold in colour, with a yeasty oaky nose. The palate is light and fruity and easily approachable with no harsh acidity that one can get in some younger Champagnes. Good everyday drinking Champers.

Julian Eggar, Wine JEMS Tel: 020 8224 1886/ 5083  Mob: 07977 530 301 e-mail: Julian.eggar@ntlworld.com, www.winejems.co.uk 
6. Champagne J.De Bracieux Brut Rosé NV 





Bin End
               £17.50
Rosé Champagne is rapidly becoming one of those must have wines for summer weddings and garden parties. It was also a bit of a welcome surprise after not trying it for absolutely years. Salmon pink in colour with a delightful fragrant nose. The palate is light fresh and flavoursome with a very soft mousse. A great value pinkie.

7. Champagne Bauget Jouette Epernay NV 




****Quality
               £17.99
Family owned for five generations, no corners are cut to get the best from the vines. 55% Chardonnay, the wine is bottle aged for over three years and produces a delicate bouquet and good body.

Great Value ‘House’ Wines- I regard house wines as anything that can sell at less than £5.50. I have increased the list with an interesting selection of regions, grapes and vintages including some more classic varietals from Chile: ignore them at your vinous peril! 

House White

8. Côte à Côte Blanc VdP d’Oc 2003/4  








£4.50

Lovely fragrant nose with an easy drinking fruity palate, good for most summery events and wonderful value for money.

9. Pinot Grigio Favoroti  Veneto NV 2005

 


New  *****Value

£4.50
A delightful PG with an added peachiness that you  do not get from many wines at this price, a real bargain. 

10. Casa de Piedra Chardonnay Central Valley Chile 2004



New  *****Value
£4.99

Originating from Valdivieso one of the top Chile wineries. Typical Chardonnay nose with a touch of lemon and vanilla. The palate has a touch of creamy oak and tropical fruit flavours. Stelvin closure. Brilliant value
11. Tierra Antica  Sauvignon Blanc Limari Valley Chile 2005



New Vintage
£5.25

Ripe gooseberry fruit on the nose going through to the palate. Well balanced acidity and a medium finish.

12. La Serre Sauvignon Blanc VdP d’Oc  France 2003/4


**** Value

£5.35

A real humdinger, showing what France can do at this level. Long gooseberry fruit on the nose, with zingy fruit and acidity on the palate, very long finish. Delish wine!
13. Boland Chenin Blanc Paarl South Africa 2004/5



New Vintage

£5.35

A crisp dry white from South Africa’s most planted grape. Good fruit with signs of guava, pineapple and papaya.

House Red

14. Le Coq Rouge Vin de Pays D’Oc France







£3.50
This is the most inexpensive wine I have ever sold, and although it is showing signs of age, it is still reasonable drinking plonk, good for Summer Barbies or as a wonderful lamb kebab marinade!
15. Merlot Favoroti  Veneto NV (2004)

 


New  *****Value

£4.50
A soft easy drinking wine from the Veneto

16. La Croix Rouge VdP de L’Aude France 2004/5 




New Vintage
£4.99

Lovely juicy berry fruit on the nose and palate, long lasting berry aftertaste, great glugging wine and lovely value.

17. Tierra Antica  Cabernet Sauvignon Limari Valley Chile 2005


New ****Value
£5.25

Another great value Chilean from the Casa Tamaya winery in Limari. Medium purple colour with fresh cassis fruit on the nose. The palate has good forward berry fruit with a medium to long aftertaste.

18. Alto Agrelo Shiraz Merlot Mendoza Argentina 2004
  

New


 £5.25

Intense purple colour and an intense smoky Shiraz character, complemented by the roundness of merlot and a touch of oak with fairly firm tannins.

19. La Serre Merlot VdP d’Oc  France 2004/5





**** Value
  £5.35
An easy drinker from the South of France to accompany the Stunning Sauvignon Blanc. Light purple colour with fragrant berries on the nose. The palate is medium bodied with upfront fruit and soft approachable tannins. Good wine for lunchtime.

20. Boland Kelder Pinotage Cinsaut Paarl South Africa 2004/5



**** Value
£5.35
A typical South African easy drinking red with 80% Pinotage and 20% Cinsaut grapes. Very light bright ruby colour with a sweet banana like fruity nose with spicy/smoky aromas. On the palate the fruit follows through with lovely balanced ripe flavours and a long finish. Drink chilled as an aperitif or with light pasta dishes.‘A lip-smacking style set to party as soon as it is uncorked’. JPSAWG 2002

Sauvignon Blanc & Semillon – I am quite proud of this section with some real diverse wines all from the same grape. Of particular interest, are new vintages from Chile and South Africa, and superb examples of Sancerre and Pouilly Fumé.  

21. Casa Tamaya Sauvignon Blanc Limari Valley Chile 2004



Bin end

£5.75

From a new winery in the most northern wine producing region of Chile. A wonderful freshness is immediately noticed on the nose and palate. The palate has great ripeness, and a pleasant easy style with well balanced sweet fruit at the finish. Great value wine, well worth a try, great early evening drink when the nights draw in.

22. Agustinos Sauvignon Blanc Reserva Bio Bio Chile 2005

New Vintage *****Value

£6.99

Another vinous masterpiece from the little known region of Bio Bio in Chile. Wonderfully herbaceous with amazing flavours- wonderfully old worldy with a zesty unique style and a whistle clean finish. Having dropped £1 a bottle it is now brilliant value.

23. Head over Heels Semillon Sauvignon Victoria Australia 2005
New **** Quality


£7.50

Winemaker James Ceccato set out to source wines from cooler areas to reflect the typicity of their specific regions. A mouthwatering  blend showing lime and melon on the palate, refreshing and herbaceous in style.
24. Spy Valley Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough NZ 2005 




**** Quality
£8.99
I have been a bit disillusioned with NZ Sauvignons recently as they have been really expensive, and, the 2001 vintage, I thought quite lacking in fruit. However, for 2003 this is how Marlborough SB should be, from this family owned vineyard and winery: pale straw in colour with an intense bouquet of gooseberry, asparagus and citrus. The palate is crisp, dry and persistent with sweet fruit. 

25. Stella Bella Semillon Sauvignon Margaret River W. Australia 2004 


****Value
£8.50

A wine from a boutique winery in one of the best areas for the Semillon Sauvignon blend in Oz. Great refreshing easy drinking style with crisp grassiness from the Sauvignon and tangy citrus from the Semillon, A vibrant great fruity wine. 

26. Springfield ‘Life From Stone’ Sauvignon Blanc Robertson Cape 2005
New Vintage****Quality
£9.50
A totally different Sauvignon style from a winery owned by a laid back South African fisherman who professes to hate rugby, must be unique, the wine certainly is! Grown on a flinty soil which reflects in the wine. A flinty blackpowder nose with a minerally lovely long rich fruit. Great style and intensity.

27. Sancerre Gerard Millet Loire 2004





New Vintage
          £11.99

The Gerard Millet family have been making wine for over 5 generations with 25 Hectares of vineyards and 25 year old vines. To add more complexity the wine is matured on its lees before bottling. Grassy almost nettles on the nose with a dash of lemon. Lovely rich overt Sauvignon notes of grapefruit and lemon with good weight and a clean crisp finish. A wine for seafood, fish and white meat. 

28. Pouilly Fumé  ‘Le Champ des Vignes’ Tabordet Loire 2003

New Vintage ****Quality
          £12.50
Made from a 8 Hectare block of Sauvignon Blanc in the famous Pouilly Fumé area. This is PF at its best. It shows a full ripe smoky/ flinty nose with floral and dried fruits scents. The palate is full bodied with great balance and weight, and a dry aftertaste with rasping acidity. 

29. Suckfizzle Sauvignon Blanc Semillon Margaret River W. Australia 2002

*****Quality         £15.50

Margaret River is renowned as one of the best place for the Sauv/ Sem blend in the world, and this is one of the top ones. The bouquet is a mix of citrus, herbs, mineral/flint and spicy oak. The palate has some intense fruit with hints of pink grapefruit, preserved limes, nectarines and rich creamy, nutty flavours finished off with a long luxurious aftertaste. An Australian Icon, taste it and you will understand why.

Pinot Grigio/ Gris  –  I have now three in this selection, and rather than just stay in Italy will be looking for wines from outside this country
30. Pinot Grigio Cielo Veneto Italy 2004







£5.99

A lighter style from one of the largest wine producing companies in Italy. Opaque in colour with the typical light herby aromas of the Pinot Grigio grape. Easy drinking with a full body and dry style.
31. Pinot Grigio ‘Porta Italico’ Duca di Castelmonte IGT Sicilia, Italy 2005
**** Value

 £6.50
I have been listing this wine for years and was concerned when the winery and region was changed. I should not have worried, it is as good as ever, and will continue to be my best selling wine. Light straw in colour, and ripe fruit aromas with herby undertones of dill. On the palate it is fresh, dry with mouth filling ripe fruit and a soft lingering finish. A real summer aperitif but can accompany horsd’oeuvres, risotto, fish and seafood dishes.

32.  Castello Di Arcano Superiore Pinot Grigio Friuli DOC Italy 2003/4


Organic

 £7.99
This was the first organic wine I have listed-purely from the point of view that it is excellent! Coming from the most renowned Pinot Grigio area, with light straw colour and ripe fruit aromas. On the palate, it is fresh, dry, well balanced, with a long intense fruity style, slightly minerally and a long lingering finish. A real summer aperitif but can accompany horsd’oeuvres, risotto, fish and seafood dishes.
Chenin Blanc- A sector which is going to be expanded in due course, but I am starting with one of the best so things can only get worse! Two South Africans, one of these days I must sort out something from France!                                                                                                                                                                          
33. Jil’s Dune Unfiltered Chenin Blanc Springfontein Walker Bay Cape 2005 New Available Late June
£8.99

A stunning tiny winery I discovered on holiday. Less than 5km from the sea with a ‘terroir’ of poor and limestone soils and the maritime climate making it unique in SA. Lovely rich aromas of apricot & pear drops. Full Creamy and spicy intensity on the palate with huge length. Something to watch out for and die for!. 

34. De Trafford Chenin Blanc Stellenbosch South Africa 2004/5
***** Quality- New Vintage                  £11.99
This was vinous orgasm, discovered on a trip to South Africa. David de Trafford is an architect turned winemaker with the most amazing attention to detail. The grapes are gently basket pressed with the must undergoing fermentation with natural yeasts in oak barrels. Light gold in colour with a honey and apricot nose and nuances of hay and minerals. The palate is full bodied with huge layers of orange, apricot and sherbet flavours interspersed with oak and honey, and balanced by a zesty acidity and a long aftertaste. Drink with rich fish and seafood dishes, subtle red and white meats or on its own. Very limited availability. South Africa at its best.

Elusive Whites – Strange description this, but no one knows how else to describe them! Some fascinating and unique wines here.  The ABC (Anything But Chardonnay) brigade will love these, I do. 

35. Muscadet de Sèvre et Maine Cuvée Chéreau Carré 2005



New

£5.50
For many years with its boom years up until the late 80s Muscadet was everywhere, then came a dreadful harvest which decimated the vineyards, and when they were recovered Australia had taken their market share!  Muscadet is now beginning to return and this is a superb example of what it can achieve. Very light in colour with an imperceptible lemon and herb nose. Light fruity and fresh with clean and long acidity on the palate, and hints of herbs and minerals. Superb with anything fishy!

36. Bajoz Ovacion Viura Rueda 2004/5





**** Value

£5.99

Spain is known primarily for its reds, but there are some good whites coming through. This is from one of the top producers of Toro, who went to the Rueda region to produce this blend of Verdejo and Viura. The nose is reminiscent of pear drops, fresh cut grass and apples. It  is easy drinking on the palate with well balanced acidity and a fresh long aftertaste.

37. Verdicchio L’Anfora Garofoli Marche Italy 2005






£6.50
Presented in a traditional amphora bottle, Verdicchio is from the Marche region east of Tuscany and Umbria and close to the Adriatic sea which is renowned as the great fish wine. Fruity and fresh, well balanced with a ripe acidity and bite and a long almost salty aftertaste. Drink with fish or other delicate dishes.

38. Chateau Campuget Viognier de Campuget Cuvee Prestige VDP Du Gard 2004.  
**** Value
£7.99

Run by a family of Flemish extraction who believes quality begins in the vineyard. They have received international commendations from people such as the American critic Robert Parker. I tried  this at a tasting earlier this year and it really stood out among the other 100 odd I tried that day. It is lovely with lots of intense spicy fruit, reminiscent of peaches with a long aftertaste on the palate. 

39. Hatzidakis Santorini isle of Santorini Greece 2004/5


****Value

  £8.50
A vinuous revelation from the ancient volcanic island of Santorini. Haridimos Hatzidaki is one of the rising stars of Greek wine, predominantly using the vastly underrated Assyrtiko grape and growing them in wicker baskets! Clear bright straw in colour with a peachy spicy flowery nose. On the palate it has good complexity and floral fruit with minerally notes and lemon flavoured finish. A lovely wine, great as an aperitif and to accompany most summery wines.

40. Garry Crittenden Arneis Victoria Australia 2003/4


****Quality Bin End
           £10.99

Garry Crittenden has created a stunning range of Italian varietals grown in his native Victoria. Arneis is a rare, and until recently, extinct grape variety from N.W. Italy. Lemony gold in colour with a unique nose  of pears, cloves, minerals and flint. The aromas go through to the palate with some light flowery fruits and a long aftertaste. Enjoy it anytime over the next two years with or without a pasta dish.

41. Chateau Musar Bekaa Valley Lebanon 1999

***** Quality


            £10.99

Chateau Musar is renowned for its very unique reds, but the whites cannot be ignored, particularly the acclaimed 1999 vintage. Blended from the two local grapes the Obaideh and Werwah after barrel fermentation in French Oak Barrels. Very deep gold in colour with aromas of roasted almonds, apricots, vanilla and orange. It is just off-dry, rich and voluptuous with flavours of nuts honey, ripe apricots and herbs and a superb long finish. ‘Tarte Tatin in a glass’. Drink at room temperature with Lebanese Mezze, Middle East food, as well as Japanese and Thai, particularly duck.

42. Rovereto Gavi di Gavi Chiarlo DOCG 2005



New


            £12.50

Michele Chiarlo is one of the most respected producers in North West Italy and in Gavi he has built a winery near the vineyards of Rovereto which many people say is the best area for white wine in Italy. A complex, elegant bouquet, hints of grapefruit, anise and freshly-cut hay. An elegant palate with intense varietal flavors and notes of almonds set in a silky, high-toned structure. Good with Sushi and most seafoods and will last for several years.
Chardonnay – This is one of those grapes that can be grown almost anywhere so I have chosen a selection from all over the world, some oaked, some unoaked. I have at last manged to source affordable Chablis, Macon and other renowned names but it has not been easy! An interesting comparison is the top SA wines compared to the top white Burgundies.

43. Opal Ridge Semillon Chardonnay S. E. Australia 2004 


**** Value

 £5.50

This is an easy drinking special from Oz! a light lemon gold colour with a nose of herbsSubtle oak complexity which is well balanced with a crisp fresh fruity finish. Great with chicken, pasta or barbeques.

44. Foundstone Unoaked Chardonnay Berton Vineyard SE Australia 2005
New ****Value     

£5.99
Started by the charismatic Bob Berton, in the late 20th century. Berton Vineyard have a selection of wine from all over the Australian wine regions. Lighter in style, easy-drinking which initially is rich and creamy leading to tropical fruits and orange zest on the palate. A well balanced wine, which goes well with most light meals and particularly poultry.  
45. Tamaya Chardonnay Limari Valley Chile 2005






£6.50

From the most northern winemaking region of Chile. Great fruity style with pineapple and mandarins on the nose. The palate is light and fresh with notes of lime, honey and minerals and a long finish. 

46. Weltevrede River’s Edge Unoaked Chardonnay Robertson South Africa 2005
**** Quality
£6.50
This is from a fourth generation wine farm from Robertson – two hours from Cape Town.  Light golden colour. Melon and banana nose  with a dry and clean easy fruit style palate with citrus nuances and a long finish. Complements cream sauced Chicken and pasta dishes as well as fish and seafood.

47. Mandolin Chardonnay California 2003/4        


**** Value


£7.50

The Mandolin winery sources the best fruit from a variety of regions with this wine sourced from Monterey and barrel fermented for 12 months. It  has a crisp acidity and intense tropical fruit on the palate. Easy drinking in style it has some oily notes of oak and vanilla and a lively long finish. Worth a try with seafood, poultry and veal.

48.Chardonnay Les Grands Arbres Vin de Pays D’Oc 2003/4



Organic

£7.50

Made in strict organic methods with no chemical fertilizers or pesticides allowed on the grapes. A full rich almost oily style with clean ripe fruit flavours. 

49. Berton Reserve Cowra Chardonnay 2005




New     

£7.99

Berton vineyards Reserve range brings together wines from regions that excel in producing specific varieties. Aromas of passionfruit and mango balanced with toasty honeycomb oak. Fresh lime and grapefruit can be seen on the palate with a crisp and persistent finish. Eat with chicken and creamy pasta dishes.

50. Chardonnay Rio Azul Chile 2004








£7.99

Made in the prime Chardonnay region of Casablanca this utilizes the old world expertise of one of the top Chablis Producers- Michel Laroche and new world fruit from Jorge Coderch owner of one of Chile’s top producers, Valdivieso, to create a stunning exponent of the Chardonnay grape. The nose has hints of lemon zest, white peach, vanilla and orange blossom. The palate has a mineral complexity, creamy fruit, lively acidity with vanilla and pineapple notes and a stunning finish. 

51. Macon Villages Bouchard Aine & Fils Burgundy 2003/4


New****Value

£7.99
The Bouchard family have been making wine since 1750 from all over the Burgundy region. It has flowery fruity aromas with hints of honeysuckle. The palate has lemony notes with reminisences of grass and flowers. Charming and fresh.

52. Kloovenburg Chardonnay Swartland Cape S. Africa 2005





£8.50

Nestled well away from the main winemaking regions, beneath the Kasteelberg peak in Swartland, this family owned estate is beginning to win some important awards for both its wines and olives. On the nose, dried peaches and citrus are enhanced by nuances of vanilla which follows through to palate with layers of smooth concentrated flavours. 
53. Groot Constantia Chardonnay Cape S. Africa 2005






£8.75

This is from one of Africa’s oldest wine estates and the unique microclimate of Constantia, (10 km from Cape Town) tempered with new oak maturation, gives it amazing complexity of flavours and fruits. Surprisingly pale gold in colour with a limey lemony nose and hints of vanilla. This goes through to the palate with added complexity of pineapple, honey and butterscotch. A long lingering finish.

54. Macon Vergisson Cuvée de la Roche Drouin Burgundy 2004/5
New Vintage*****Quality
               £10.25

Another great wine moment. Tasting this wine in the 2002 vintage at a very disappointing Generic wine tasting in Spring 2005, helped to revitalise my jaded palate! A tiny family vineyard in the Macon Villages appellation created this delightful wine. The grapes were fermented and aged for 10 months in barriques. Rich and silky with beautifully balanced fruit and a long luxurious aftertaste. Excellent
55. Springfield Wild Yeast Chardonnay Robertson South Africa 2003/4
New Vintage **** Quality                    £10.99
The Bruwer family own and make the wonderful Springfield wines in the hot Robertson Valley (making sure they harvest at night).  One of the great pleasures of the Chardonnay grape is its complete versatility. This wine is made with no oak and is fermented with natural wild yeasts and 14 months on its primary lees. It has great floral scents with creamy rich white peach flavours and a citrus tang. Wonderful balance and fruit.

56. Dom Jean Goulley Chablis 2004




New Vintage**** Quality
            £10.99

Dom. Goulley makes excellent examples of dry, mineral and full flavoured Chablis. Pale and bright, fresh and dry- it has good weight with a clean pronounced mineral character on the nose and palate. Chablis is good with seafood, fish and roasts.

57. Hamilton Russell Chardonnay Hermanus Cape S. Africa 2004/5
New ***** Quality
    
            £14.99

I have to admit I have had my share of Chardonnays, but this is a cracker!, This wine is consistently regarded as one S.A’s top wines: this particular vintage winning a prestigious John Platter 5 * award (only 17 wines including the HR Pinot Noir 2003 received this award.) It combines Old World elegance and New World  fruit in the most wonderful fashion. From one of SA’s most southerly vineyards, the fruit is hand picked , with the wine undergoing fermentation and maturation in oak barriques before release. The wine has a deep straw yellow with a flinty citrus nose. The palate has great balance and complexity, a wonderfully restrained fruit with a richness to die for a superb structure with a full and lingering length. 

58. Domaine Laroche Chablis 1er Cru ‘Les Vaudevey’ 2002

*****Quality

               £15.99
Michel Laroche’s family have been making Chablis since 1800 and have the reputation of being long established, respected and also highly innovative-The first Chablis house to put their Grand Cru in Stelvin closures. Les Vaudevey is the most mineral and classic of the Premier Crus and with the 2002 a stunning vintage it is Chablis at its best. It is racy and refined when young but will develop elegant mineral complexity with 5-10 years complexity.

59.  Meursault ‘Le Limozin’ Rene Monnier Burgundy France 2002/4
***** Quality New Vintage -            £21.99

Meursault is regarded as one of the top Burgundy villages for white wine, with the Monnier family owning property there for over 10 generations. The style of this wine is created by the judicious use of oak barrels and stainless steel  to produce wines with the ultimate flavour but not needing long ageing. Created from grapes of ‘Le Limozin’ vineyard, it has a light gold colour with a rich buttery and intense nose. The palate is full bodied, with fine long layered lemony fruit with well integrated oak and a luxuriously long length. Drink chilled with poultry or veal in creamy sauces and fish.

60. Puligny Montrachet Les Folatieres Rene Monnier Burgundy France 2004
***** Quality                  £35.00

Cheap this ain’t, but what do you expect from a single vineyard of a small grower of one of the most sought after white wine names in the world, in the same family since 1723. Yields are limited in the vineyards to guarantee the best juice and correct balance of fruit and acidity. Lees are stirred in the barrel, producing typical mineral notes on the nose and palate. A refined and elegant wine which will continue to improve. My tasting note (for what its worth) Superb wine, great in every respect.

Rosé – Never totally convinced by the style of rosé for the UK as in my opinion it does not travel well. What is wonderful on a Summer afternoon in the Mediterranean does not necessarily taste the same in a wet September in Molesey.  I do have something here though, which does travel well from out of the traditional rosé areas.
61. Musar Cuvee Rosé Bekaa Valley Lebanon 2004

New **** Quality  



£6.50 

Another superb wine from Chateau Musar, celebrating their 75th anniversary in 2005.Made entirely from Cinsault grapes it has a brilliant red berry colour. The nose is aromatic with cherry, red fruit , rose water and strawberries.. The palate is rich, round smooth and velvety, with concentrated strawberries and cherry fruits. 

62. Chateau de Campuget Rosé Costiėres de Nīmes 2005



New Vintage
£6.50

Lovely pink colour- good weight for a Rosé showing bright fruit through to a crisp and lingering finish.

63.Head over Heels Sangiovese Rosé Berton Vineyars S.E. Australia 2005
New


£7.50
Wine maker James Ceccato set out to source wines from cooler areas reflecting typicity of these regions. Fruity, easy drinking style with a typical bitter cherry fruit of the Sangiovese and  a long off-dry finish

64. Garry Crittenden Rosato Victoria Australia 2004




Bin End

£7.99
Not being a great fan of ‘pink’ wine, this rosé challenged every preconception I had. Garry Crittenden has been making wines using Italian varietals since 1982 to great critical acclaim. This particular style uses the traditional Italian grapes of Sangiovese (Chianti) and Nebbiolo (Barolo) to make a refreshing ‘Rosato’. Lightly coloured juice is bled off prior to fermentation in stainless steel. A light pinky ruby colour results, with a nose of rose petals and strawberries. The palate is dry with refreshing acidity and flavours of strawberries and plums. Drink chilled with antipasto and, in the sun.

65.Chateau Musar Rosé Bekaa Valley Lebanon 2001

New **** Quality  


         £10.50

Yet again the skill of Serge Hochar wins through. I had never really tried the Ch. Musar Rose but at the May 2006 wine fair, I found it gave the word Rosé a new meaning! A very light salmon pink in colour with a nose of peaches vanilla, strawberries and apples. The palate is round, rich and full with ‘a delicacy and fragrant power that blows most contemporary examples away’. Perfect with spicy and oily food or on its own.
Southern French Red – One of the areas of France where time has not stood still. The Rhone has some superb examples of unique styles and grape varieties

66. Chateau de Campuget Tradition Red Costières de Nimes Rhone 2004/5


New
 £6.50

Lovely rich, Rhone style blend of Syrah, Grenache and Mourvedre from Nimes' most successful estate of which internationally revered critic Robert Parker writes: 'A noteworthy, reliable supplier of well-made wines that sell for a song' (The Wine Advocate)

67.Cotes du Rhone Dom. Deforge  Rhone 2003




****Value


 £6.99

With the same terroir as Chateauneuf du Pape and 30 year old vines the Domaine produces wines of spice and power. Made from Grenache and Syrah grapes it has a medium purple colour. The nose is light but spicy which goes through to the palate with easy approachable fruit and tannins.

68. Domaine St.Damien  Gigondas Rhone 2001



New


            £13.99
Made from 50 year old vines on rocky soils of clay and white sand at the foot of the renowned hills of Montmirail. 85% Grenache and 15% Mourvedre, showing chocolate and cherries with a smooth texture, fine fruit and tannins with lovely length. Very elegant in style
Italian Red Style- This is not your typical Italian selection, there is no Barolo, or Valpolicella, but there are some interesting styles - particularly from Sicily, Chile and Australia!

69. Ottone 1 Barbera Cantina San Silvestro Piemonte Italy 2003


New Vintage
 £5.99
Named after the First Holy Roman Emperor who put this area on the wine map in the 10th century. 100 % Barbera grapes from south facing hills in the Langhe. Bright ruby red colour, rich cherry nose with an easy drinking style on the palate with rich cherry fruit.

70. Chianti Gentilesco Bonacchi DOCG Italy 2004



New  Vintage **** Value
  £6.50
Another new wine with incredible value. Made from traditional grapes from a family owned winery. Bright ruby red with lovely soft cherry fruit aromas on the nose. Cherry fruits continue through to the palate with good concentration and smoothness. Medium bodied with good length.

71.Avegiano Vinicola Bove Montepulciano d’Abruzzo, Italy 2004   



New
£6.99

The classic Montepulciano has an immediately seductive nose of berries and spices. The palate is firm and alluring and ready for drinking.with rich chunky fruit and firm tannins.

72. ‘Ulyssee’ Etna Rosso Duca Di Castelmonte Sicily Italy 2002


New Vintage**** Value      
 £7.99
Legend has it that Ulysses in his travels in this region was captured by a giant and escaped by getting the latter blind drunk from the local wine! Some of the vineyards of this winery were destroyed by the recent eruption of Mount Etna, resulting in future vintages possibly being allocated. This wine is made from local grapes from vineyards scattered around the Mt. Etna Volcano. Brilliant red in colour with an intense bouquet and a full velvety palate with jammy ripe fruit with a dry dusty(volcanic) finish. Good longevity.

73.Chianti Classico San Jacopo Castello Vicchiomaggio DOCG Greve in Chianti 2004
New

£9.99
Wine has been made at Castello Vicchimaggio since the 5th Century, but began its modern renaissance in 1964 when it was bought by the Matta family. Each part of the estate has been classified according to soil type and sun exposure and broken down into individual vineyards which are stated on the label. Made 90% Sangiovese grapes the wine is matured in large oak barrels and released 12-14 months after harvest. A vibrant red colour, ripe fruity wine with balanced acidity. Sweet black-cherry flavours with soft tannins giving a juicy but dry wine with a touch of spice. Drink with meat Pasta dishes, grilled and roast meats and cheese

74. Stella Bella Sangiovese Cabernet Sauvignon Margaret River W. Aus. 2004 
**** Quality 
           £10.50
From one of the greatest wine regions in Australia for red wines, Stella Bella has aims of opportunism, creativity and excellence.  Fairly uniquely for Oz, the great Tuscan grape of Sangiovese is dominant here but blended with Cabernet Sauvignon to achieve this superb wine. Very deep purple rich colour, with a nose of olives, bitter cherries and chocolate. The palate has dry cherry fruits intersperced with bitter oranges and a dry tannic finish. Lovely intense wine, good with pasts and mature cheeses.
.
Spanish Red – A lot of potential in this with some very good new wines on the market.  

75. Castillo de Clavijo Tempranillo Rioja Spain NV




       

 £5.50
A modern oaky style from Spain’s most famous region made from 100% Tempranillo grapes. Rich, well balanced, easy drinking cherry fruit and good length.

76. Castillo de Clavijo Rioja Crianza Spain 2000  



New Vintage**** Value
 £6.50

From a very modern, family owned winery, showing tremendous value for money. Created from 90 %  Tempranillo and 10 %  Garnacha, the wine is aged in oak casks for 18 months with an additional 12 months bottle age before release. Lovely rich red colour with a chocolatey red fruit nose and additional aromas of wine gums and sweet oak. The palate is full and soft with creamy vanilla flavours and soft ripe tannins leading to a long finish.

77. Bajoz Crianza Toro Spain 2000/1   
        




New Vintage****Quality
  £7.99
Toro is one of the up and coming regions of Spain  with the Bajoz  winery being one of the largest wineries. The grapes are Tinta de Toro which is a relative of the eponymous Tempranillo and after fermentation are aged for six months in American Oak and has a minimum of two years bottle age before release. Deep purple colour, with vanilla and chocolate notes on the nose. The palate is light and easy with lovely restrained fruits and a long deep aftertaste. Drink with robust meat dishes and ripe cheeses.

78. Epulum Rioja Reserva Spain 2003/4 




New


£8.99
A traditionally styled Rioja with stylish modern presentation, the blend is 75% Tempranillo,10% Garnacha and 15% Mazuelo and is aged for sixteen months in American and French oak. It is a beautifully balanced wine Showing ripe fruit and balanced vanillin oak.

79. Dinastia Vivanco Rioja Reserva 1998




New     

            £11.50

The Vivanco family have been making wine in the Rioja region since 1915. Dinastia Vivanco was set up with the aim of producing some of the finest examples of Rioja, and at the same time founded the museum of the culture of wine, which is the world’s largest wine museum. Deep cherry red with garnet hues, bright and clean. Complex bouquet of stewed fruit, Elegant in the mouth, rich with lots of extract, good ripe orange fruit.

80. Coma Vella Mas D’en Gil Priorat Spain 2000



*****Quality
            £17.99

A trophy winning wine at the International Wine Challenge 2003. A blend of four grapes from an up and coming new Spanish region. Lovely rich intensity on the nose with exotic incense and a handful of minerals. The palate is amazingly smooth and round, with great power and concentration, notes of leather, tobacco and morello cherries with a long chocolatey aftertaste. It is fantastic now but will develop in the bottle for 5-7 years and go on for several years afterwards.

Fruity Juicy Reds & Merlots- I have come across a few of these wines in the last couple of months and they really are very appealing with their fantastic up front fruit. Like all of the Agustinos range, the new Merlot is delicious.

81. Foundstone Merlot S. E. Australia 2003  





New**** Value
 £5.99

Rarely does one come across such roundness and fruit at such a price. Sourced from the Riverina area of SE Australia it is handcrafted using open fermenters. Dark ruby in colour with a nose of plums and fruits. A fantastic amount of long soft fruit on the palate with great balance and roundness. Ready to drink now and with most light meat and poultry dishes.

82. Agustinos Merlot Aconcagua Valley Chile 2003



New  ****Value

£6.50
Every care is taken by winemaker Juan Ignacio Ramsay to impose as little intervention and movement to his portfolio of wines. Deep purple colour, a rich tobacco fruit nose with hints of black cherries. The palate has delightful intense fruit with ripe flavours, balanced tannins and a good length.

83. Merlot les Grands Arbres Vin de Pays d’Oc 2004/5



Organic


£6.99

Fruity well made wine with a full, rounded finish. A good quality organic wine which does not use pesticides or chemical fertilizers and respects natural fauna and flora.
84. Mandolin Old Vines Zinfandel California 2003/4


**** Value   


£7.50

Mandolin wines were started by three individuals to produce affordable wines that capture the very essence of California. The wine is ruby in colour with ripe raspberry and cracked pepper spice on the nose with ripe cherry and plumy juicy richness on the palate with soft tannins making it a very easy drinking style. Good with most foods. 

85. Danzante Merlot Sicily Italy 2002/4 






****Quality
 £8.50
Danzante wines are a collaboration of two winery families- the Mondavis of Napa and the Frescobaldis of Tuscany. Danzante being-the Italian word for dancing encouraging ‘La Dolce Vita’. This wine is sourced from hillside slopes in western Sicily and is fantastic. Intense violet colour with a wonderful fragrant open bouquet of blackcurrants, blueberries and spice. The palate is full rich and soft with flavours of forest berries and a long balanced finish. To accompany red meat, pasta and mature cheese or savour by itself.

86. Havana Hills Merlot Durbanville Cape South Africa 2001/3


**** Value****Quality
 £8.50
This is from one of the most exciting new wineries in the Cape, only 18 kms from Cape Town, with brand new equipment and great soil for the creation of perfect grapes. Rich ruby/ purple colour, with light spicy fruit on the nose. The palate has lots of lovely juicy long berry fruit with ultra ripe nuances of prunes and a long creamy aftertaste.

87. Jonathan’s Ridge Unfiltered Pinotage Springfontein  Walker Bay Cape 2005 
New  ****Value
£9.99

A stunning tiny winery I discovered whilst on holiday in SA recently. It was bought by a wealthy German family in 1998 and never used for grapes before, but now reaching full production. Very dark purple in colour A nose of mulberry and black cherry. A very unique style with very long complex fruit and a luxurious after taste.

88. Dom. De Fonfotin Fleurie AC 2003



****Quality


             £10.99

I have to admit not being a great admirer of the Gamay grape, but do find this wine epitomises what a good Fleurie should be. This vineyard has been owned and cultivated for generations by the Deprès family. Small red fruits on the nose which goes through to the palate, mixed with a hint of blackberries and complemented by silky tannins.

89. Chateau La Grande Clotte AC Lussac St. Emilion Bordeaux 2001
***** Value

            £10.99
Made by the renowned winemaker Michel Rolland in a very forward accessible style. Very deep purple colour with a powerful blackcurrant nose. The palate is round and approachable with upfront mouthfilling fruit yet in a restrained Bordeaux style. Drink with roast meats and game as well as blue cheeses. The 2001 is a little more expensive, but has greater potential longevity.
90. Clarendon Hills Brookman Merlot 1999



Bin End*****Quality 
         £22.50

You come across one of these about once a year, and as initially I tried to keep my selections below £10 you have to know it is special! It is and rated by the notable critic James Halliday as producing some of the most startingly concentrated rich and full bodied red wines in Australia. Robert Parker says ‘a starbucks Chocolate expresso roasted nose, full body, deep, concentrated flavours, plenty of smokiness and berry fruits….lush heady texture. Will provide hedonistic drinking for at least 8-12 years.’ Unbelievable.

Pinot Noir –.Two new wines here. The Pinot Noir is notoriously difficult to grow, but many of these producers have got these down to a fine art. The new St. Clair Doctor’s Creek was voted the best NZ red in the 2005 International Wine Challenge.

91. Michel Torino Coleccion Pinot Noir Cafayete Argentina 2004
New**** Value


£6.50

Michel Torino is based in Cafayete one of the highest and most beautiful wine regions in the world. Light ruby colour, with a delightful raspberry nos. A medium weight fruity style with good intensity. Great with pasta and light meats
92. Agustinos Pinot Noir Reserva Bio Bio Chile 2003


***** Value


£6.99
Pinot Noir is regarded as one of the most difficult grapes to work with. Juan Ignacio Ramsay , the winemaker, spends a great deal of time in the vineyard looking at different methods of growing the vines. The result can be seen in the classic Pinot Noir characteristics  that can be seen in the wine. Ripe raspberries and vanilla on the nose with flavours of balanced oak and strawberries on the palate with a long fine finish.

93. St. Clair Doctor’s Creek Marlborough  Reserve Pinot Noir  2004

*****Quality            £12.50

This is from an award winning winery with this particular wine’s vintage being voted New Zealand’s finest red in last year’s International Wine Challenge. A light bright colour with violets, rapberries and redcurrants on the nose. Redcurrants, raspberries, and even oranges can be found on the palate with great balance, zingy acidity, soft tannins and a mouthwateringly long aftertaste. Good with red meat and fish, now or for a couple of years. 

94. Hamilton Russell Pinot Noir Hermanus Cape S. Africa 2003

New *****Quality             £22.50
Founded in the early ‘80’s (1980’s!) by Tim Hamilton Russell, in Hermanus where the whales cavort each spring, and on a similar southern latitude to Burgundy’s northern, to emulate those great wines. He has more than succeeded with a year on year consistency of excellence that Burgundians could only dream of. This masterpiece combines Old World elegance and longevity with New World forward fruit and immediate appeal and this vintage was a winner of a cherished 5* Platter award as well as the Chardonnay. Rich maroon/ garnet in colour with a gob smacking nose of chorizo, raspberry, cherry and plums, which roll onto the palate in layers of flavour with ripe sweetness, gentle tannins and great length. Very limited allocation of wine so first come, first served.

Shiraz Stonkers – Great character and fruit from the Southern Hemisphere, with some wackingly powerful alcohols. I have at last added a Rhone. Ignore these wines at your peril.

95. Opal Ridge Shiraz Cabernet Sauvignon S. E. Aus. 2004  

 New Vintage**** Value

£5.50

One of the wines that Oz does fantastically well. This family-run winery source fruit from all over SE Australia to achieve the best complexity balance and structure in their wines and judging from this one, are very successful. Deep purple in colour with aromas of spice, black pepper and undertones of chocolate and cherry. Soft and easy drinking on the palate with great fruit, and good length. Good with roast turkey, red meats, young cheeses and creamy pasta.

96. Foundstone Shiraz Berton Vineyards SE Australia 2004


New **** Value

£5.99

Sourced from selected vineyards in South Eastern Oz. they are made to be consistently full of flavour and ready to be drunk now. Typical nose of cigar box and black cherries which goes through to the palate with hints of spice and herbs and a long lingering finish. Enjoy with robust game and poultry dishes.
97. Boland Kelder Shiraz Paarl South Africa 2003/4



New Vintage**** Value
 £6.50
Previous vintages have been real medal winners, this one I imagine will be no different. A big wine at 14.5% ABV, it has a typical dark purple colour with a forward plummy nose and wafts of vanilla. Although so high in alcohol, the palate is soft and approachable with smoky savoury fruits. Eat with red meat and that big cheese. Luvverly!

98. 15◊04 Black Shiraz Beelgara Estate S.E. Australia 2004

****Quality *****Value

£6.99
This is an extraordinary wine coming in at a wacking 15% alcohol. Why the name? 2003 had virtually perfect growing conditions and the grapes were left on the vine to achieve maximum flavour where sugars and flavours peak at 15% alcohol! Very dense intense purple almost black. The nose has deep cherry and plum characteristics which goes through to the palate with a smoothness and richness rarely seen with a wine at this price. A superb match with game and strong cheese it can cellar up to 10 years.

99. Berton Reserve Shiraz Barossa Australia 2004



*****Value

£7.99
Berton vineyards reserve range brings together wines from regions that excel in producing specific varieties. The 2004 was a fantastic Indian summer in the Barossa Valley leading to optimum ripeness. The wine has improved immeasurably since I initially tried it in Jan 2006 and now has the forward spicy fruit you expect from the New World in addition to exciting complexities in the mid palate which goes through to the everlasting finish. Drink on its own or with most hearty dishes.

100. Havana Hills Shiraz Durbanville South Africa 2001




New
£8.50

From one of my favourite wineries of the Cape, and situated 18km from Cape Town, my favourite city of the world. Rich spicy bramble and cassis fruit with touches of pepper and spice. Creamily textured with a powerful finish. A deeply satisfying wine and not a king’s ransom.

101. Blewitt Springs Shiraz Hillsview Vineyards  McClaren Vale S.Australia 2001

New
£9.50

Having been born into a winemaking family and sourcing fruit from the top rated McClaren Vale, Brett Howard, the winemaker has a lot of natural advantages! Added to this the use of barriques (small oak barrels) for maturation, you have a recipe for success. Very deep puple colour with serious legs supporting the 14.5% alcohol, It has a typical peppery nose with smidgeons of leather and plums. The nose goes through to the palate with some great intensive fruit and ripe softness.

102. Glenguin Stonybroke Shiraz Hunter Valley NSW Australia 2001/3

***** Quality
              £10.99

Robin Tedder is one of the very few Australian Masters of Wine and and owner of Glenguin and its Stonybroke vineyard. It is called Stonybroke because their home vineyard is at Broke and making money from wine is tough thus Stonybroke! The wine has a deep purple colour with a rich savoury aroma. The palate has a spicy fruity character hinting of blackberries supported by fine dusty tannins. Can be drunk with pasta, meats and cheese dishes from now and for five years plus.

103. Kloovenburg Shiraz Swartland Cape 2002/4



***** Quality
              £10.99
Nestled well away from the main winemaking regions, beneath the Kasteelberg peak in Swartland, this family owned estate is beginning to win some important awards for both its wines and olives. 

104. Crozes Hermitage Dom. Michelas St. Jemms  Rhone 2003


New 
               £10.99
Classic Syrah from arguably the region known as its best exponent. An estate run by three sisters situated on very steep slopes in typical Northern Rhone country. Quite rustic in style with fresh plummy fruit and hints of black olives.

105. The Joshua Graham Beck Franshhoek South Africa 2002
New *****Quality
   

               £17.50

Another wine I tasted in situ during my recent visit to SA. From the Franshhoek site of the huge Graham Beck winery proving that they can make superb barrel selected wines as well as the good quality commercial ones. Emulating a Cote Rotie style with 93 % Shiraz and 7% Viognier added in to ‘give a sweet perfumed palate with a backbone of deep fruit concentration’. Mind blowing.

Big Reds- These are most of from the New World, not necessarily Cabernet, but just wines that put hair on your chest! (or in my case hairs on my hairs!)
106. Opal Ridge Cabernet Merlot S.E. Australia 2004

New 
    



£5.50
Produced by the newly formed Berton Vineyards to create the budget Aussie style of the classic Bordeaux blend! A nose of Blackcurrant, blackberries and hints of chocolate go through to the palate with an added richness and softness that makes this a superbly balanced easy drinker. Eat with hearty meat and pasta dishes

107. Michel Torino Coleccion Malbec Cafayete Argentina 2005

New Vintage ***** Value
 £6.50
Having listed the Don David Cabernet Sauvignon for several years, I tried the Malbec at another Argentine tasting, and have listed ever since. It was delicious then and quality has not dipped since. Intense red ruby in colour with a deep fruity aroma reminiscent of plums. The palate has lovely cherry fruit flavours with spice, wonderful balance soft tannins and a long aftertaste. Drink with grilled meats, empanadas, chillis and casseroles, in addition to cannelloni and olive and tomato based dishes.

108. Musar Cuvée Reservée Bekaa Valley Lebanon 2003


****Value

 £6.99

A blend of Cinsault, Carignan and Cabernet Sauvignon with a smidgeon of Syrah and grown on chalky soil. No oak is used. Dark Cherries, Blackcurrants and plums on the nose., with hints of figs and spice. A good balance on the palate with cherries, plums and raspberries as well as spicy pepper. Good with Lebanese and Mid Eastern cuisine. 

109. Tamaya Merlot Cabernet Sauvignon Syrah Reserve Limari Valley 2003/4

New Vintage
£7.99

Another delightful find from this wonderful new winery in the most northern winemaking valley in Chile. Classic deep purple in colour with a rich deep blackcurrant and blueberry nose. The palate has a sweet fruit intensity with hints of violets, truffles, plums and tobacco. A lovely easy drinking style with great potential longevity.

110. Don David Cabernet Sauvignon Cafayete, Argentina 2004/5       

New Vintage ***** Quality
 £7.99

A gold medal winner in a previous International Wine Challenge. From the Cafayete Valley, the best quality region of Argentina for Cabernet, with the highest altitude in the world for wines and a cool climate adding to the intensity of the wine. Aged for 12 months in French oak barrels, it has a deeply intense purple colour. The complex aromas from the nose remind one of blackberry brambles, nuts, dark chocolate and toasty oak and the palate does not let you down with richness, elegance and concentrated berry flavours which are countered by ripe tannins and a long velvety finish. 

111. Berton  Reserve  Cabernet Sauvignon Coonawarra Australia 2004
New


£8.50

Do not be fooled by the ponytailed scruffy image of Bob Berton, he is one of the friendliest winemakers from Oz with a winemaking skill to match as seen in this wonderful wine. Classic deep purple in colour with a ripe deep berry bouquet with hints of chocolate and liquorice. The palate has crushed blackcurrant fruit flavours with herbaceous characteristics of mint and eucalyptus. Perfect with light red meat dishes, veal, fresh spring lamb and meat based pasta.

112. Hochar Pere et Fils Red 2001








 £8.50

A blend of Cinsault, Cabernet Sauvignon and Carignan with a bit of Grenache, from old vines, with nine months in oak. The wines are unfiltered and unfined. A nose of woody smokiness with burnt cherry, caramelised orange, leatherand tobacco. The palate is of mature cherry, bitter chocolate with light tannins. Concentrated and rich with a lingering finish.

113. Quinta Do Vallado Douro Portugal 2003/4


New Vintage****Quality


£8.75
The Douro area of Portugal is renowned for its Port but for the last decade has begun to make serious inroads into the production of table wines. This is one of those new generation wineries, which use indigenous grape varieties but modern techniques including the use of a gravity fed winery and also a highly respected consultant in Cristiano van Zeller. A vivid purple colour with an intense nose of flowers wet earth and red fruit. Lovely long intense fruit on the palate which goes through to the aftertaste. An intense high in alcohol wine which goes with many rich dishes and mature cheeses.

114. Springfield Wholeberry Cabernet Sauvignon Robertson Cape 2002  New Vintage*****Quality         £10.99
So dedicated are Springfields Bruwer family that the whole red wine cellar is designed on a gravity flow system meaning that no crushers or pumps are used and grapes are fermented whole with natural yeasts. The result, after a year in oak, is a remarkably soft palate, with long cassis fruit, silky smooth with notes of chocolate. Great now but will improve for another 8 years. This wine is unfiltered and might need decanting.

115. Groot Constantia Pinotage Western Cape South Africa 2002

  New Vintage     
        £10.99

A serious bit of heritage this, founded in 1685 by Simon van der Stel, it claims to be the oldest wine estate in Africa, and the biggest tourist attraction in the Cape. Situated on the eastern side of Table Mountain, it has a unique protected microclimate tempered by sea breezes, good rainfall and excellent soil. Using the indigenous Pinotage grape, it has an intense colour, a lovely rich nose with undertones of strawberry jam and a medium to full bodied palate with sweet rich fruit soft tannins and a long velvety finish. A big wine which is excellent now but great for another five  years. Drink with grilled and smoked red meats, and rich pasta dishes. 

116.  Du Plessis Cabernet Merlot Reserve Durbanville Cape SA 2001
*****Quality                                    £11.99

The 2000 vintage was rated as one of top wines of South Africa by the award winning John Platter and I only received one case (swiftly sold) of five received in the UK. I thought I’d list the next vintage, which is an absolute stunner as well!  Nico Vermeulen, the winemaker, since 1999 has won so many plaudits with these wines, it is beyond belief. Dark purple colour with a lovely deep blackcurrant nose with other complex nuances. The palate has lovely long chewy style with touches of plums, cassis, leafiness and spice which combine in harmonious balance and great luxurious length.

117. Chateau Musar Red 1999



New Vintage*****Quality 


           £14.50
Another stunning vintage from one of the world’s great wineries which is ‘certainly an exceptional year, probably a reminder of 1959….’ With style reminiscent of the Rhone and made from Cinsault, Carignan and Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. The wine spent a year in Nevers oak was blended in 2001 and bottled in 2002. A brilliant deep red colour with a nose of cherries and cassis, wonderfully fragrant perfume with nuances of vanilla and chocolate. Rich , balanced and powerful with lots of long beguiling fruit on the palate with reminiscences of mellow spice and orange and an enormously long aftertaste. Great for drinking now and for another 10+ years.
118. Dom. Du Grand Tinel Chateauneuf du Pape 2001

New ****Quality


               £14.50
A single estate which makes a traditional wine but drinkable when young. This is a whacking 14.5% ABV with a light purple colour. The nose has an oaky smoky nose with touches of cinnamon spice. The palate has wonderful spice and a full flavoured well balanced midpalate with soft tannins and a long peppery finish. Superb with beef Wellington, but great with hearty meat and vegetable dishes

119. Chateau Musar Red 1998




*****Quality


            £15.50

A more approachable style than the red ‘97. A classic sweetly cedar aroma. Good sweet forward fruit, with aromatic and fragrant flavours of wheat and raisins, which are seductive and immensely pleasing. Great for drinking now and for another 10+ years.

120. Suckfizzle Cabernet Sauvignon Margaret River W. Aus 2000/1  ***** Quality Limited production          £15.50
An Australian Icon from the top area for Cab in Australia and named after the Rabelaisian monk Lord Suckfizzle. The wines are enjoyed for their flavour and for their more delicate differences in terms of quintessential fruit power and masterly winemaking. Very deep purple colour, with aromas of blueberries and mulberries, and traces of mints and herbs. BIG complex fruits on the palate, with ripe and soft tannins and great elegance, structure and length. A mindblowing wine which should go a decade or so.

121. Chateau Musar Red 1997




****Quality


            £16.50

It was the slowest and best fermentation Musar has ever had. Very big wine with lots of intensity. ‘Deep, dark, rich, fleshy, fruity and cedary wine.’ Still quite closed, but will develop after a while. 

122. Chateau Musar Red 1996



****Quality


 
           £16.50

A limited production due to the conscious decision to produce a wine of finesse and elegance to express the classic nature of this vintage. ‘not a big concentrated vintage but one of finesse, extreme subtlety and refinement. The wines are beautifully harmonious with elegant long length.’ – Serge Hochar. Like most Musar’s will go for a decade or two.

123. Chateau Musar Red 1995




*****Quality


            £16.99

Exceptional grape quality with harvest down 30% and a long fermentation. 1/3 rd each of Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan and Cinsaut. Which were blended three years after harvest. Immense power and fruit concentration with great spice and balance. A stunning wine - . My favourite red of 2004. Beginning to run out.

Ports & Stickies- Sweet Treats- The New World have a wonderful selection of stickies at great value.
124. Weltevrede Cape Muscat Robertson South Africa 2001 (1/2 bottle)  



£7.50

This is from a family estate in the region of Robertson, 2 hours inland from Cape Town. Regarded as one of the Cape’s finest dessert wines, and made from Muscat de Hambourg grapes, it is an extraordinary style. It has a delightful fuscia orangey colour and a sublime concentrated nose of maltiness and (would you believe it) grapes. The palate is rich with balanced sweetness and layers of flavour interlaced with ripe berry flavours. Drink with desserts, fruit and cheese. Delish!

125. Gold Muscat Weltevrede Robertson Cape 2001(1/2 bottle)  




£7.50

The same Producer as the Cape Muscat using Gold Muscat grapes, balanced sweetness with a touch of orange.

126. Berton Reserve Botrytis Semillon Riverina Australia 2005 (1/2 bottle)  



£7.50

The area around Griffith is internationally known for producing some of the best botrytis  affected wines, with the grapes being left on the vine to develop a healthy botrytis infection which dehydrates the fruit resulting in mouthfilling and rich flabvours. Luscious, honeyed flavours of peach and apricot are balanced by natural acidity.

127. Barros Special Reserve Port







 
£9.99
Started in the early 20th Century, Barros is not the most well known of houses but produces different styles of excellent Port from Ruby to Vintage, which are excellent value compared to the big names. The traditional Portuguese grapes are crushed, then partially fermented due to the addition of neutral grape spirit. The wine is then matured in wooden casks for a minimum of three years. Ruby in colour with complex aromas of ripe fruit. Full bodied and rich in sweetness and complexity with good structure and length. Good with desserts, cheeses or as an aperitif.

128. Barros LBV 1999









         £12.99
From the same shipper as above. The grapes are carefully selected and remain on the skins longer to obtain the necessary richness, colour and intensity for an LBV Port. After fermentation was arrested by brandy, the wine was matured in wooden casks for a four years, and bottled in 2001. Deep ruby in colour with complex aromas of berry, fruit and mulberries. Full bodied and complex with good length. Good with desserts, cheeses or as an aperitif..

Terms and conditions at the end of the section on Ch. Musar
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Chateau Musar, Bekaa Valley, Lebanon 

I am very privileged to bring you the wines of the great Chateau Musar. Not only do I have access to all the recently released wines but also the complete library collection, which I am happy to supply provided they are still available. I should be able to provide single bottles of specific vintages provided a total of 12 bottles in total are purchased
This is one of the most fascinating wineries in the world, and to a certain extent is what wine is all about. In 2005 the winery will be celebrating its 75th birthday and to many people it is amazing that it is still thriving the way it is. 

The winery was started in 1930 by Gaston Hochar, father of the present owners, in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. Wine has been made in the valley for over 6,000 years and there is even a Roman temple to Bacchus built in the 2nd century AD. The valley is situated at over 1,000 metres, has lots of sunshine, but no rain during the main growing season, resulting in very little chemical treatments needed (almost organic).

Serge Hochar took over the winemaking in 1959 and due to the civil war in Lebanon for 20 years from 1972 onwards was forced to export. There are many stories of the Bekaa valley being a battlefield at that time but only two vintages, 1976 and 1984, were ever missed. 

The flagship Musar red wines are made from Cabernet Sauvignon , Carignan and Cinsault grapes and after fermentation have about two years maturation in Nevers oak barrels, normally released about six years after bottling. The longevity is amazing and have the potential for cellaring for 20+ years and are at their best drunk at around 15-20 years old. Due to the choice of vineyards and differing proportion of grapes (cepage) the wine differs completely from year to year, but are all complex and full bodied, ‘with a sweet elusive fragrance and a soft, silky texture. The Cuvée Reservée is sweet scented, soft and deliciously uncomplicated, while the Hochar Père et Fils is fuller and deeper.’ (Andrew Jefford Quote)

The Musar White is made from local Obaideh and Merwah grapes, are aged for 6 months in oak and are full bodied and carry great finesse ‘once described as a salty acid style, but persist and you will find astonishing avenues and alleyways of flavour within it ‘.(another Andrew Jefford Quote)

Whites

Chateau Musar Bekaa Valley Lebanon 1999

***** Quality


            £10.99

Chateau Musar is renowned for its very unique reds, but the whites cannot be ignored, particularly the acclaimed 1999 vintage. Blended from the two local grapes the Obaideh and Werwah after barrel fermentation in French Oak Barrels. Very deep gold in colour with aromas of roasted almonds, apricots, vanilla and orange. It is just off-dry, rich and voluptuous with flavours of nuts honey, ripe apricots and herbs and a superb long finish. ‘Tarte Tatin in a glass’. Drink at room temperature with Lebanese Mezze, Middle East food, as well as Japanese and Thai, particularly duck.

Mus 1. Chateau Musar White 1994







            £14.50

Mus 2. Chateau Musar White 1993







            £15.99

Mus 3. Chateau Musar White 1992







            £15.99

Mus 4. Chateau Musar White 1991







            £16.99

Mus 5. Chateau Musar White 1990







            £18.99
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Rosé

Mus 6. Musar Cuvee Rosé Bekaa Valley Lebanon 2004

New **** Quality  


                 £6.50 

Another superb wine from Chateau Musar, celebrating their 75th anniversary in 2005.Made entirely from Cinsault grapes it has a brilliant red berry colour. The nose is aromatic with cherry, red fruit , rose water and strawberries.. The palate is rich, round smooth and velvety, with concentrated strawberries and cherry fruits. 

Mus 7. Hochar Pere et Fils Rosé 2002







              £7.50

Mus 8. Chateau Musar Rosé Bekaa Valley Lebanon 2001
New **** Quality  


              £10.50

Yet again the skill of Serge Hochar wins through. I had never really tried the Ch. Musar Rose but at the May 2006 wine fair, I found it gave the word Rosé a new meaning! A very light salmon pink in colour with a nose of peaches vanilla, strawberries and apples. The palate is round, rich and full with ‘a delicacy and fragrant power that blows most contemporary examples away’. Perfect with spicy and oily food or on its own.
Mus 9. Chateau Musar Rosé 1995







           £10.99

Red

Mus  10. Musar Cuvée Reservée Bekaa Valley Lebanon 2003


****Value

 £6.99

A blend of Cinsault, Carignan and Cabernet Sauvignon with a smidgeon of Syrah and grown on chalky soil. No oak is used. Dark Cherries, Blackcurrants and plums on the nose., with hints of figs and spice. A good balance on the palate with cherries, plums and raspberries as well as spicy pepper. Good with Lebanese and Mid Eastern cuisine. 

Mus 11. Hochar Pere et Fils Red 2001








 £8.50

A blend of Cinsault, Cabernet Sauvignon and Carignan with a bit of Grenache, from old vines, with nine months in oak. The wines are unfiltered and unfined. A nose of woody smokiness with burnt cherry, caramelised orange, leatherand tobacco. The palate is of mature cherry, bitter chocolate with light tannins. Concentrated and rich with a lingering finish.

Mus 12. Chateau Musar Red 1999



New Vintage*****Quality 

           £14.50
Another stunning vintage from one of the world’s great wineries which is ‘certainly an exceptional year, probably a reminder of 1959….’ With style reminiscent of the Rhone and made from Cinsault, Carignan and Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. The wine spent a year in Nevers oak was blended in 2001 and bottled in 2002. A brilliant deep red colour with a nose of cherries and cassis, wonderfully fragrant perfume with nuances of vanilla and chocolate. Rich , balanced and powerful with lots of long beguiling fruit on the palate with reminiscences of mellow spice and orange and an enormously long aftertaste. Great for drinking now and for another 10+ years
Mus 13. Chateau Musar Red 1999(Magnums)

New Vintage*****Quality 


            £31.50
Mus 14. Chateau Musar Red 1999(Half Bottles)
New Vintage*****Quality 


              £7.99
Mus 15. Chateau Musar Red 1998



*****Quality


            £15.50

A more approachable style than the red ‘97. A classic sweetly cedar aroma. Good sweet forward fruit, with aromatic and fragrant flavours of wheat and raisins, which are seductive and immensely pleasing. Great for drinking now and for another 10+ years.

Mus 16. Chateau Musar Red 1998







            £32.50

Mus 17. Chateau Musar Red 1998







              £7.99

Mus 18. Chateau Musar Red 1997



****Quality


            £16.50

It was the slowest and best fermentation Musar has ever had. Very big wine with lots of intensity. ‘Deep, dark, rich, fleshy, fruity and cedary wine.’ Still quite closed, but will develop after a while. 

Mus 19. Chateau Musar Red 1997 (Magnums)






            £34.99

Mus 20. Chateau Musar Red 1997 (Half Bottles)






 £8.75

Mus 21. Chateau Musar Red 1996







            £16.50

A limited production due to the conscious decision to produce a wine of finesse and elegance to express the classic nature of this vintage. ‘not a big concentrated vintage but one of finesse, extreme subtlety and refinement. The wines are beautifully harmonious with elegant long length.’ – Serge Hochar. Like most Musar’s it will go for a decade or two.

Mus 22. Chateau Musar Red 1996 (Magnums)






            £34.99

Mus 23. Chateau Musar Red 1996 (Half Bottles)






 £8.99

Mus 24. Chateau Musar Red 1995




*****Quality

            £16.99

Exceptional grape quality with harvest down 30% and a long fermentation. 1/3 rd each of Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan and Cinsaut. Which were blended three years after harvest. Immense power and fruit concentration with great spice and balance. A stunning wine - . My favourite red of 2004.

Mus 25. Chateau Musar Red 1995 (Half Bottles)






 £8.99

Mus 26. Chateau Musar Red 1993







            £18.50

Mus 27. Chateau Musar Red 1991







            £19.99

Mus 28. Chateau Musar Red Special Cuvée 1989





            £54.00

Mus 29. Chateau Musar Red 1989







            £45.00

Mus 30. Chateau Musar Red 1989 (Half Bottles)





            £23.00

Mus 31. Chateau Musar Red 1988







            £54.00

Mus 32. Chateau Musar Red 1987 (Magnums)






          £108.50

Mus 33. Chateau Musar Red 1986






 
            £57.00

Mus 34. Chateau Musar Red 1986 (Magnums)






          £114.00

Mus 35. Chateau Musar Red 1985 (Magnums)






          £114.00

Mus 36  Chateau Musar Red 1983 (Magnums)






          £140.00

Mus 37. Chateau Musar Red 1982 (Magnums)






          £140.00

Mus 38. Chateau Musar Red 1981







            £71.00

Mus 39. Chateau Musar Red 1980







            £71.00

Mus 40. Chateau Musar Red 1980 (Magnums)






          £114.00

Mus 41. Chateau Musar Red 1980 (Half Bottles)





            £36.00

Mus 42. Chateau Musar Red 1979







            £95.00

Mus 43. Chateau Musar Red 1979(Half Bottles)





            £48.00

Mus 44. Chateau Musar Red 1978







            £95.00

Mus 43. Chateau Musar Red 1978(Half Bottles)





            £48.00

Mus 44. Chateau Musar Red 1977







          £125.00

Mus 45. Chateau Musar Red 1977(Half Bottles)





            £63.00

Mus 46. Chateau Musar Red 1975







          £125.00

Mus 47. Chateau Musar Red 1975(Half Bottles)





            £63.00

Mus 48. Chateau Musar Red 1972(Half Bottles)





            £95.00

Mus 49. Chateau Musar Red 1970







          £228.00

Mus 50. Chateau Musar Red 1969







          £190.00

Mus 51. Chateau Musar Red 1967







          £190.00

Mus 52. Chateau Musar Red 1966







          £190.00

Mus 53. Chateau Musar Red 1961





 

          £400.00

Mus 54. Chateau Musar Red 1961 (Half Bottles)





          £200.00

Mus 55. Chateau Musar Red 1960







          £400.00

Mus 56. Chateau Musar Red 1959







          £540.00

Mus 57. Chateau Musar Red 1956







          £540.00

Terms & Conditions

· I will only sell a minimum of 12 x 75cl bottles for one order form/address.

· For every purchase of five cases of 12x75cl bottles or more, I am offering a 10% discount.
· Cases of wine are delivered free within a 15 mile radius of East Molesey by arrangement. Other orders either to be collected from Wine JEMS or delivered at cost price, £9.99 per first case, £3.60 for additional cases. 

· I will endeavour to deliver within 3-5 working days locally, but will let you know if there is going to be any delay. On large tastings it will normally take a bit longer.
· If you believe a wine to be out of condition or not to your liking please contact me and I will replace it without charge.
· Due to the finite nature of the wine business prices are liable to change without notice.
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